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GV MEN’S GOLF 
FINISHES SECOND 
IN SEASON-ENDING 
FALL TOURNAMENT
SEE A9
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NEWS
New student ombuds 
position takes form
Alumna Takeelia Garret takes 
campus position that looks to give 
students the chance to talk about 
problems and questions.
SEE A3
LAKER LIFE
Lakers mentor local 
middle schoolers
GVSU’s geography and planning 
department teams up with Shawmut 
Hills Middle School for Geographical 
Information Systems Day on campus
SEE A6
SPORTS
GV standouts to be 
added to Hall of Fame
Six former Lakers, including Cullen 
Finnerty and Chuck Martin are set 
to be inducted into the GVSU Hall of 
Fame for outstanding contributions
SEE A7
ONLINE
Ride along with GVPD 
during homecoming
Follow along with the Lanthorn as 
one of our reporters live-tweets 
Saturday night with the Grand Valley 
Police Department at 9:30 p.m.
FOLLOW @GVLANTHORN
Nominations for annual event due Friday
LEAVING A LEGACY: GVSU students attend Charles Pazdernik’s Last Lecture presentation last year. This year’s lecture will take place on Nov. 19 in the Mary Idema 
Pew Library Multipurpose Room at 7:30 p.m. in Allendale. Students, faculty and staff can nominates professors for the event through Friday. GVL | KEVIN sielaff
BY HANNAH LENTZ
NEWS@LANTHORN.COM
hroughout a college career, students 
experience a lot of lasts. Last days of 
college, last first days of school and 
last time its socially acceptable to nap 
in public. However, students aren’t 
the only ones in the university setting that have fi­
nal moments - professors do too. At Grand Valley 
State University, one of the most anticipated “lasts” 
is the annual Last Lecture delivery.
This years lecture will take place on Nov. 19 in 
the Mary Idema Pew Multipurpose Room at 7:30 
p.m. The event is LIB 100/200 approved, as well as 
a Panhellenic community event.
Maria Beelen, vice president for educational af­
fairs for the GVSU student senate, is involved with 
coordinating the event Any student, faculty or 
staff member can take a few minutes and fill out 
the nomination form to suggest a faculty member 
they think is particularly outstanding, both in the 
classroom and out, Beelan said.
“The awarded faculty member will then be in­
vited to speak on any topic of their choosing along 
the tradition of‘Last Lecturer Beelan said. “If you 
were going to give the last lecture of your life, what 
would you say? This is an engaging and enjoyable 
event that enables students to see a professor in a 
light that they might not get to experience inside 
the classroom.”
Computer science professor Randy Pausch had
just found out his pancreatic cancer was terminal 
when he gave a lecture called “Really Achieving 
Your Childhood Dreams” to his students at Cam- 
egie Mellon University in Pennsylvania in 2007.
The next year, he published a book called “The 
Last Lecture,” which sparked a series in schools 
across the nation, including GVSU.
During last years presentation, classics pro­
fessor Charles Pazdernik focused on how he 
overcame his three months of hospitalization 
as the result of the permanently disabling spi­
nal cord injury he sustained in a cycling acci­
dent in the summer of 2014.
SEE LECTURE | A2
STUDENT RESOURCES
New Data Inquiry Lab 
offers statistics help
BY DREW HOWARD
ASSISTANTNEWS@LANTHORN.COM
n
n an effort to help stu­
dents apply statistical 
concepts to courses 
outside of the statistics 
field, Grand Valley State 
University recently opened a new 
student resource center called the 
Data Inquiry Lab (DIL) to advise stu­
dents one-on-one with such issues.
Located in Room 135 of the Mary 
Idema Pew Library, the DIL was cre­
ated in partnership between the li­
brary and the faculty in the political 
science and statistics departments. 
The DILls staff includes Whitt Kil- 
bum, associate professor of political
science; Gerald Shoultz, associate 
professor of statistics; and Dylan 
Zwier, M.S. candidate in biostatistics.
While other student resources 
such as the Statistics Consulting 
Center and the statistics depart­
ment tutoring center already exist 
on campus, the DIL differs from 
both of these.
Kilburn said the Statistics Con­
sulting Center deals with more in- 
depth statistical problems while the 
Statistic Tutoring Center is aimed 
at students who need help with par­
ticular statistics classes.
In the DIL, however, Kilburn 
said the emphasis is on helping 
students outside of the statistics 
department apply statistical skills
such as quantitative data manage­
ment, visualization and analysis 
into to their work and projects.
“Most of the students who come 
in here tend to be from the social sci­
ence departments: psychology, po­
litical science or sociology?’ Kilburn 
said. “We also have inquiries from 
students at the business school. For 
the most part, the students have been 
in those cluster of departments.”
Kilburn noted a couple possibili­
ties in which students can use these 
statistical concepts in other classes.
“Students can use statistics in a 
class on exercise sports science in 
which they're looking to compare
SEE DATA | A2
COLLABORATION: Associate professor of political science, Whitt Kilburn. assists students in the Data Inquiry Lab on Oct. 
20. It was created in partnership with the MIP Library and political science and statistics departments. QVL | EMILY FRYE
EXTERNAL RELATIONS
ERC: The student senate external relations committee poses after a meeting. ERC 
works with the communities surrounding the university, courtesy | gvsu.EDU
Student senate creates 
political subcommittee
BY JESS HODGE
JHODGE@LANTHORN.COM
he external relations 
committee, one of seven 
in Grand Valley State 
University’s student sen­
ate, hopes to maintain 
good relations with outside communi­
ties in order to benefit students.
Andy Oeffner, 20, is the vice 
president for the ERC and originally 
joined the student senate because he 
wanted to not only make a difference 
in his life, but in other people’s lives 
as well. So what do the members of 
the ERC do to help out and aid in 
student experience at GVSU?
The definition, as written in the 
student senate bylaws, states that “The 
external relations committee will act 
as a liaison between the student sen­
ate and the local community, ensuring 
that Grand Valley State University stu­
dents have positive experiences in the 
areas surrounding the university^ 
Oeffner views it as a committee 
that can deal with a broad range of is­
sues and in multiple areas.
“Some areas that ERC has been 
dipping into (are) civic engagement, 
voter registration, promoting local
businesses, maintain and improve re­
lationships with Allendale and dealing 
with local safety concerns,” he said.
These are not the only issues the 
committee deals with. Oeffner credits 
his ability to be involved with so many 
different projects to his fellow senators.
“Without them, I would be 
moving extremely slowly on all 
my projects,” he said. “Being able 
to have people head these projects 
instead of having them all on my 
shoulders is a major relief.”
The ERC was one the biggest pro­
moters of the mobile secretary of 
state that was on the Allendale Cam­
pus last week. Oeffner, who is a po­
litical science major, stressed the im­
portance of students being involved 
with the upcoming elections.
“I don’t care who people vote far, 
I just want them to vote,” he said. 
“Young people need to realize that 
they are the fiiture of the United States 
and they need to use their voices.”
In an effort to help students under­
stand their important role in the politi­
cal and voting world, the student sen­
ate has organized a political awareness 
subcommittee. This committee will be
SEE SENATE | AS
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SNL CAST MEMBERS TO PERFORM FREE COMEDY 
SHOW FOR GVSU STUDENTS
Saturday Night Live cast members Jay Pharoah and 
Aidy Bryant will bring their talents to Grand Valley 
State University to perform a comedy show on Oct. 22.
Presented by Spotlight Productions, the show will 
take place from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. inside the Fieldhouse 
Arena on GVSU’s Allendale Campus. Doors are sched­
uled to open at 7 p.m.
Tickets are free for GVSU students, $15 for GVSU 
alumni, faculty and staff and $25 for the general public. 
Tickets are available at both the 20/20 Desk and at 
www.startickets.com.
For more information about the show, contact 
Spotlight Productions at comedygv@gmail.com.
MINDFULNESS ACTIVITIES AND PRESENTATIONS 
SCHEDULED FOR GVSU
In an effort to manage stress and improve the 
overall quality of one’s life, an expert on the concept of 
mindfulness will present on this topic at Grand Valley 
State University on Oct. 23.
David McCown, assistant professor and director of 
the Center for Contemplative Studies at West Chester 
University, will give three separate presentations 
throughout the day.
Prior to these presentations, students, faculty and 
staff are invited to kick off the day with a "Mindful 
Triathlon” at 7 a.m. inside the Kelly Family Sports 
Center. At the triathlon, participants complete three 
15-minute segments of a walk or run, a yoga session 
and a guided meditation session.
McCown’s first two presentations will take place 
from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. inside the 
Pere Marquette Room on GVSU’s Allendale Campus.
The third and final presentation will take place from 
2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the downtown Grand Rapids 
Seidman Center, Room 1008A.
To register for the triathlon and the presentations, 
go to www.gvsu.edu/sprout.
NEW YORK TIMES BEST-SELLING AUTHOR TO 
PRESENT ABOUT RICHARD NIXON
A New York Times best-selling author will give an 
in-depth analysis on the life of America’s 37th presi­
dent, Richard Nixon during a special presentation at the 
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum on Oct. 22.
Evan Thomas, author of the best-selling book “Being 
Nixon: A Man Divided,” will provide a balanced analysis 
of Nixon’s life in terms of his scandals as well as his 
bravery while serving as president.
The presentation of the same name will take place 
at 7 p.m. inside the auditorium of the Gerald R. Ford 
Presidential Museum.
To RSVP, contact the Ford Museum at (616) 254-
^j|04'0*fordevert$@nara.gov.
For additional information, go to www.hauenstein-
“"“MB?
I
FORMER SECOND CITY CAST MEMBER TO PRES­
ENT AT GVSU
A former cast member from "The Second City," an 
improvisational comedy theater located in Chicago, is 
scheduled to give a presentation at Grand Valley State 
University on how both individuals and organizations 
can use improvisation to better adapt to new changes.
In addition to performing at "The Second City,” 
presenter Mary Jane Pories is the CEO of Fishladder 
Inc. and the author of the book “Yes, And! Harnessing 
the Power of Improvisation to Transform Your Life and 
Work."
The presentation, “Improvisation: Wild 
Brainstorming,” will take place from 6 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. 
on Oct. 27 in the Loosemore Auditorium, located inside 
the DeVos Center on the Pew Campus.
To register for the event, go to www.gvsu.edu/ 
designthinking/theory. For additional information, con­
tact John Berry at berryjr@gvsu.edu.
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LECTURE
CONTINUED FROM A1
“Last year’s invitation to deliver the Last Lec­
ture was a real honor, and it reached me at an 
absolutely crucial point in my life,” Pazdernik 
said. “It was the first time I had returned to the 
Allendale Campus, and 1 considered it a real 
possibility that the lecture would end in disaster 
and stand deservedly as my last.”
Last year, students packed into the Multipur­
pose Room of the library for Pazdernik’s Last 
Lecture speech. Over 200 students, faculty and 
staff were in attendance.
“At the event itself, I was sustained and 
energized and simply transported by the 
upwelling of support and affection I experi­
enced, and it convinced me that J remained 
in possession of the better part of myself?’ 
Pazdernik said. “A year later now, 1 have re­
turned to teaching and playing a part in a 
community that my experience has shown 
to be precious to me. The Last Lecture series 
is a fine tradition, and I congratulate in ad­
vance this years distinguished honoree.”
“In order to continue the tradition of a 
meaningful Last Lecture, we need students, 
faculty and staff to nominate a professor that 
has made a difference at GVSU especially in 
the fives of students,” Beelen said.
GO TO:
www.bit.ly/gvlastlecture
TO SUBMIT NOMINATIONS
NOMINATIONS: Professor Charles Pazdernik at his Last Lecture. This year’s lecture is 
LIB 100/200 approved and will count as a Panhellenic event. GVL I Kevin sielaff
said the online content is being 
developed to direct students to­
ward the most helpful, existing 
resources online.
“There’s already so much 
stuff on the web, so why rein­
vent the wheel?” Shoultz said. 
“A lot of the online content 
will be quick finks to things 
that will be helpful for stu­
dents. Instead of scrounging 
around and wondering what’s 
good, students will have 
somebody giving them sug­
gestions to start with.”
Tentatively scheduled to 
start sometime during the fall 
semester, Kilburn said these 
upcoming two-hour work­
shops will focus on topical is­
sues pertaining to quantitative 
data analysis.
“We hope to cover some 
topical things, such as explain­
ing multiple regression analy­
sis or covering some of the 
more commonly used tools in 
data analysis,” he said. “These 
would be tools that students 
have already had some expo­
sure to through stats 215 but 
need additional help in apply­
ing them to research projects 
and other classes.”
With only two months 
into operations, Kilburn. said 
he hopes the DIL will build a 
campus infrastructure to sup­
port student coursework and 
research in quantitative data.
“Our approach in the DIL 
is to provide encouragement, 
advice, and tools for stu­
dents to complete the work 
on their own,” he said. “From 
my perspective, building an 
infrastructure on campus to 
support quantitative data is 
important. By focusing on 
practical skills and a DIY ethic 
among students, the DIL com­
plements the consulting ser­
vice of the Statistics Consult­
ing Center and the Statistics 
department tutoring center.”
GO TO:
w\ww.gvsu.»du/clatainqulrylab
FOR MORE INFORMATION
DATA
CONTINUED FROM A1
hurdling times in indoor ver­
sus outdoor tracks,” he said.
“A student could also be ana­
lyzing data from a social sur­
vey in a political science or 
sociology class. If you need 
some help remembering how 
to do these analyses, we can 
help you with that.”
In addition to one-on-one 
consulting, the DIL is also de­
veloping online content as well 
as workshops to further devel­
op students’ understanding of 
specific concepts.
Rather than developing new 
and original content, Shoultz 
*--V ~
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SENATE
CONTINUED FROM A1
offering non-biased information about the 
upcoming elections, candidates and any 
hot topics that arise in the political sphere.
Oeffner said he is hoping that a pro­
motional video for the committee will 
be released soon.
“There are countless problems on the 
local, state, and national levels in our 
government,” he said. “It is our duty as 
citizens to fight for change.”
In addition to the political awareness 
subcommittee, there are also a number 
of other projects that Oeffner and his
i. • 1 .«. t ij. j.Ij <:.H i„n if.
committee members are working on. 
Senator Libby Liebertz is working on 
hosting an assembly at Allendale High 
School as to highlight the importance of 
civic engagement, voting and education. 
Oeffner is working on a number of other 
projects, including one that hits home for 
off-campus students.
“I’m working with Allendale and Ot­
tawa County to get sidewalks and fight­
ing on Pierce Street and West Campus 
Drive,” he said. “This is one of my most 
important projects, but the hardest one 
to push forward, it seems.”
He notes that it is sometimes hard to 
start projects or get them moving along 
because there may be people who do not
want to cooperate.
“The only real problem is hitting road­
blocks and having to deal with a commu­
nity that wants to distinguish itself from the 
university?’ Oeffner said. “Sometimes they 
are not always as excited as we are to create 
solutioas to problems.”
Nevertheless, the committee pushes 
forward and does its best to provide good 
connections for GVSU students to people 
and places outside of the school and into 
neighboring communities.
“The most important thing to me is that 
I am in a role to hopefully motivate our 
generation to get up and stand up for what 
they want,” Oeffner said.
BACK TO THE 
FUTURE:
Louie the Laker 
cheers on the Grand 
Valley State Universi­
ty football team from 
the sidelines during 
a 1989 game. In the 
following 26 years. 
GVSU’s mascot has 
undergone a massive 
makeover.
ARCHIVE
GVL
WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell 
something pertaining to aviation.
TLIOP
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Free Condoms
Pick-up Locations
near GVSU
Campus Health Cantar 
Mon & Thurs 9am-6pm 
Tues. Wtod 4 Fn 9am-5pm 
metrohealth net
Woman's Cantar
Mon-Thur# 8am-6pm 
Fri 8am-5pm 
gvsu edu/women cen
LOBT Resource Cantar 
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm 
gvsu edu/tgbtrc
Campus Party Store
Sun-Sat 11 30am-12 30am 
facebook com/campuspartystore
Protect yourself
Fitness & Wellness Cantar 
Sun 11 am-12am 
Mon-Thurs 6am-12am 
Prt 6am-9pm 4 Sat 8am-8pm 
www Qvau.edu/rsc
Hip Party Stora
Sun-Sat 11:30am-12 30am
More kxoUont at www mKDttawa.org/sexuaRvoafth
0f
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DEVELOPMENT
Fulton Place housing set to open next fall
BY LUCAS ESCALADA
LESCALADA@LANTHORN.COM
eside the usual social and academic challenges stu­
dents face in the midpoint of the semester, most must 
also tacide their future living situation. For students 
planning to live in downtown Grand Rapids, the new 
Fulton Place housing option is trying its best to bring
students in while staying on schedule for its opening date.
The new building, located on Fulton Street West ad­
jacent to Grand Valley State University’s Pew Campus, is 
aiming to open for the fall 2016 semester.
Mike Mraz, a partner and member of real estate de­
velopment at Rockford Construction, said construction 
has come along smoothly so far. He said they are working 
collaboratively with the staff to make sure the established
ADDING HOUSING: Rockford Construction company works on Grand Valley State University’s new housing. Fulton Place, on Fulton Street 
West on Oct. 21. Fulton Place housing will be finished are ready for students to move in for the 2016-2017 school year, gvl | SARA carte
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milestones are being hit while still keeping safety in mind.
Safety for construction workers as well as anyone in the near­
by area is an imperative concern. Mraz said the site has multiple 
buildings in a very tight area, which can make movement tough.
“We are very careful about material delivery, contractor 
parking and moving around the site in general,” Mraz said.
The entire project will cost around $34 million. Mraz 
said the team is hoping to complete the general site work 
and exterior walls before winter beings.
Once the lower temperatures of the Michigan winter come 
along, the workers will tarp and temporarily heat the interior of the 
buildings while they continue to complete their work.
“There are additional costs associated with building in 
Michigan winters, but those are already accounted for in 
the budget,” Mraz said.
The Fulton Place team monitors the budget and schedule on a 
weekly basis. Adjustments are made on the fly, if they are necessary.
A completed housing unit will not do the Fulton Place team 
any good if there are no students living in it, and that is why the 
team is already trying to convince students to sign a lease.
Mraz said right now is the best time to seize the op­
portunity and secure an apartment for next year. This way, 
students can have one less thing to worry about.
Mraz and his team are doing the best they can to get Fulton 
Place into consideration for more students. Through their web­
site and social media interaction, Mraz said he is trying to en­
courage students to secure a great apartment for next year.
Carrie Subject, a GVSU junior who is looking for down­
town housing, said Fulton Places location is exceptional. One 
of her main concerns when looking for an apartment is safety.
“The house could be beautiful and reasonably priced, but if it is 
surrounded by sketchy houses or roads, it’s a no go,” Subject said.
While she praised the apartment’s look and location, Subject 
said the price was unreasonably high for student housing.
Promoting the right aspects of the apartments will be 
key to Fulton Place’s success. Subject said there are a vari­
ety of aspects that every student considers, so finding the 
right fit requires some research on the student’s part.
For students who want to see a model before commit­
ting to a lease, Fulton Place will begin to offer onsite tours 
when construction progress is further along.
SUSTAINABILITY
GV creates portable 
rural recycling center
BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRADY@LANTHORN.COM
D
o help rural areas grow green, 
Grand Valley State University 
has partnered with Hastings 
Township to build a prototype of 
a portable rural recycling center. 
The recycling center, which is powered by 
renewable energy and took over three years to 
develop, is placed within rural areas due to high 
costs and a lack of a curbside recycling pickup.
Nick Baine, an assistant professor of 
engineering at GVSU, said the project was 
created to test out a mobile recycling grid 
that can be economically visible for indi­
viduals to recycle materials beyond the 
standard pop can, bottle or paper items.
“In urban areas, like Grand Rapids, you can 
request a recycle bin and get everything picked 
up by that recycling center, while when you are 
in a rural area there are no recycle pickups, just 
trash,” Baine said. “So in that area, we wanted to 
create a place that can collect various plastics, 
metal cans and cardboard that will essentially 
give people an excuse to recycle.”
Currently, the prototype is in the parking 
lot of the Hastings Township Hall and is made 
from an old semi-trailer. Calling the building 
itself a recycled product, Baine said windows 
and doors were cut into the sides of the trailer 
to allow recycled materials to be dropped off.
Solar panels are also installed on the 
roof to send power to the batteries within 
the building so that the lights and security 
cameras will continue to work throughout 
the morning and night.
Jim Brown, the supervisor at Hastings 
Township Hall, said the solar panels on the
roof also allows the center to completely self- 
sufficient as the recycling unit could then be 
placed in areas where there are no power lines.
“Solar was chosen to be a labor saving de­
vice that would uphold the concept of this be­
ing a place where you can have power when­
ever and wherever you want,” Brown said. “It 
doesn’t look like you average trash dump off, 
but it’s this elegant and clean power system that 
will allow residents to drop materials off and 
make recycling easier for any rural setting.”
The Michigan Alternative and Renew­
able Energy Center (MAREC) also helped 
GVSU and Hastings Township with creating 
the portable recycling center. Kim Walton, 
the program manager at MAREC, worked 
with the township since they first started 
working on the project and helped provide 
resources and worked with a solar installer 
to design parts for the recycling center.
Walton, who has a degree in renewable 
energy, indicated that the key role of the 
recycling center was to establish that this 
center is to not just promote recycling but 
to also promote cleaner thinking through­
out the entire Hastings Township and then 
to other cities and communities.
“The people around that township are will­
ing to sort out the recyclables before they go 
into the bin, showing that people are recogniz­
ing more options than just throwing away the 
used materials,” she said. “With all this inter­
est with the recycling unit as a stable source of 
power and clean energy, we can potentially see 
this being manufactured into a business.”
GO TO:
www.gvsu.edu/marec
FOR MORE INFORMATION
INNOVATION: Nick Baine. assistant professor of engineering at GVSU. poses inside the prototype of a 
portable rural recycling center. It is currently housed at Hastings Township Hall, courtesy | gvsu.epu
STUDENT MEDIATORS
TALKING IT THROUGH: Takeelia Garrett, head of the student ombuds, works in her office on Oct. 21. 
The new position was created this year to provide additional student resources. GVL | SARA CARTE
Student ombudsman 
position created at GV
BY TAYLOR FUSSMAN
TFUSSMAN@LANTHORN.COM
s college stu­
dents, it can be 
difficult to bal­
ance a busy class 
schedule, home­
work, a job and any other ad­
ditional responsibilities while 
still trying to manage interper­
sonal relationships and solve 
conflicts that may arise without 
outside assistance.
With the newly established 
student ombuds position on 
Grand Valley State University’s 
campus, students have an addi­
tional resource for getting help 
with handling challenging situ­
ations in their lives.
Ombuds, shot for ombuds­
man, is a Swedish word mean­
ing responsible. The GVSU 
student ombuds will serve as a 
neutral party to help students 
talk through situations without 
giving them all of the answers.
Some common problems 
brought to the student ombuds 
include disciplinary concerns, 
academic concerns, workplace 
issues, interpersonal commu­
nications and so forth.
Takeelia Garrett is filling the 
roll of student ombuds for the 
position’s pilot year at GVSU.
“Students can benefit be­
cause this person is a private 
person they can speak with 
about their problems or con­
cerns,” Garrett said
Garrett is the assistant di­
rector of housing and resi­
dence life, a first-generation 
college student and a Laker 
student twice over. Along with 
the title of student ombuds, she 
is currently a doctoral student 
at EMU in the educational 
leadership program.
Garrett has an extensive list 
of credentials and experiences 
that qualify her to serve this 
new role including a master’s 
degree in the college of student 
affairs leadership program,
training as a mediator and 
training through conflict reso­
lution and experience work­
ing in student conduct on the 
housing level and through the 
dean of students office.
As the student ombuds, 
Garrett will personally assist 
others with problem-solving to 
minimize conflict, coach stu­
dents on how to have difficult 
conversations, refer students 
to appropriate campus ser­
vices and resources to further 
address any issues, listen im­
partially and provide unbiased
feedback, encourage as well as 
empower students to seek out 
solutions to problems and con­
cerns they have. She will also 
recommend changes to cur­
rent policies and procedures 
based on trends she sees.
However, this resource 
will not provide legal advice, 
advocate for individuals or 
take sides, offer psychological 
counseling, change policies or 
academic and administrative 
decisions, conduct formal in-
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EDITORIAL
Looking at the 
local elections
This year’s elections are 
just as important as the 
2016 presidential contest
W
ith all of the 
uproar over the 
recent presi­
dential debates, 
politics are on 
everyone’s mind. Unfor­
tunately, we’ve still got 13 
more months until the na­
tion gets to select the next 
leader of the free world.
However, in just a few 
weeks, there is another set of 
elections. What people, and 
students in particular, are 
often not thinking about are 
the upcoming local elections.
For many students, be­
ing away at college is reason 
enough not to vote. School, 
work and socializing take 
over, and the time-sucking 
college trio divert attention 
away from even the most 
important of outside events. 
There is, however, an easy 
solution for this — absentee 
voting. Any individual that 
is eligible to vote can request 
an absentee ballot, and their 
local ordinance will send 
the appropriate ballot in the 
mail. This way, students can 
vote for local issues from 
their hometown without 
ever going farther than the 
nearest mailbox.
The Grand Valley State 
University student senate 
recognizes the importance of 
voting. They gave students an 
opportunity to register to vote 
through the Secretary of State 
mobile office, which was on 
campus during two days last 
week. Details on the process 
of requesting an absentee bal­
lot and submitting it were also 
available at the mobile office.
For those who missed this 
chance, the deadline to ob­
tain an absentee ballot is Sat­
urday, Oct. 31 at 2 p.m. First­
time voters who register by 
mail must vote in person the 
first time they vote. To get 
around this restriction, stu­
dents can register in person 
or visit their local clerk to re­
quest an absentee ballot.
In order to make sure the 
only thing you have to wor­
ry about on Oct. 31 is your 
Halloween costume, make 
sure to register for your 
absentee ballot if you can’t 
make it home. Do your du­
ties as an American citizen, 
and you can enjoy Hallow­
een without regret this fall.
According to data col­
lected by the U.S. Census Bu­
reau, only about 23 percent 
of people aged 18 to 34 voted 
in the 2014 elections. This 
was a non-president election 
year, and these incredibly 
low voter turnout numbers 
are typical of a non-presiden- 
tial election year. While the 
presidential election has the 
most flash and fame attached 
to it, local elections are actu­
ally far more important.
Voting is a great way to 
get your voice heard, and 
voting in local elections has 
immediate effect on your 
life. From mayoral decisions 
to millage rate increases, 
voting in your local elec­
tions can have an impact on 
your day-to-day life.
If you think you won’t 
have time to do your duty as 
an American citizen, think 
again. Voting in this Novem­
ber’s election cycle is far more 
important than voting for a 
president ever will be. For 
more information about how 
to request an absentee ballot 
or to find out what will be on 
the ballot for your hometown, 
visit www.michigan.gov/vote.
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WHAT IS A LANTHORN?
Lant • horn, n. [old English]
Lanthorn is two syllables, 
pronounced Lant-horn. It is a 
lantern that was used in mid- 
to-late 16th century Europe. It 
was constructed of leather and a
single lens made of a thin piece 
of ox or steer horn. It was used 
for illumination and as a beacon.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn 
slogan is: "Give light and the 
people will find their own way.”
GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley 
Lanthom’s opinion page is to act 
as a forum for public discussion, 
comment and criticism in the 
Grand Valley State University 
community. Student opinions 
published here do not 
necessarily reflect those of the 
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn 
aims to be a safe vehicle for 
community discussion. The 
Lanthorn will not publish 
or entertain any forms of 
hate speech, but will not 
discriminate against any other 
views, opinions or beliefs. The 
content, information and views 
expressed are not approved by 
nor necessarily represent those 
of the university, its Board of 
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the 
opinion page appear as space 
permits, and are reserved 
for letters to the editor only,
all other reader-generated 
content can be submitted to 
the Grand Valley Lanthom’s 
YourSpace page by emailing 
community@)lanthom.com.
Letters to the editor should 
include the author’s full name 
and relevant title along with a 
valid email and phone number 
for confirming the identity of 
the author. Letters should be 
approximately 500-650 words 
in length, and are not edited 
by the staff of the Grand Valley 
Lanthorn outside of technical 
errors for clarity.
To make a submission, 
email at editorial@lanthorn. 
com or by dropping off your 
submission in person at:
0051 KIRKHOF CENTER 
GRAND VALLEY STATE 
UNIVERSITY 
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401 
616-826-8276
WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT 
YOU NEED HELP SOLVING? 
SEND US AN EMAIL.
EDITOPIAL@LANTHORN.COM
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Change doesn’t just
happen here ... 
10-22
By Natalie Love
VOTE
TINA
ROUGHBACH
CITY
COUNCIL
But here as well. 
Remember to vote in 
local elections.
editorial@lanthorn.com
The bright side of GVSU’s
BY EMILY DORAN
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
his week has 
marked the 
beginning of the 
room selection 
process for Grand 
Valley State University students 
for the upcoming academic 
year. For the most part, the 
students who participate in 
room selection are incoming 
freshmen because the majority 
of on-campus dormitories are 
designed specifically for first 
year students. On the flip side, 
there is an abundance of ofF- 
campus apartments available 
for returning students.
Still, as many students are 
aware, GVSU has recently been 
experiencing problems associ­
ated with housing shortages. 
Nevertheless, despite these 
shortages, I would argue that 
the housing situation here is, in 
many ways, quite good.
Consider first the standard 
of living in the on-campus 
apartments. As a freshman 
last year, for example, I lived 
in the Niemeyer Learning 
and Living Center, and when 
my parents helped me move 
in, they couldn’t believe 
the size and quality of my 
apartment. They noted that 
it was even nicer than the 
first apartment they had as a 
married couple. I know there 
are plenty of freshman dor­
mitories at the north end of 
campus that are stereotypical 
examples of cramped college 
housing, but GVSU also of­
fers several spacious on-cam­
pus apartments which come 
with numerous amenities.
In addition, from what I’ve 
observed over the years as my 
four older siblings have gone to 
various colleges and universi­
ties, GVSU has, at least in 
some instances, comparatively 
superior living arrangements. 
For example, when my brother 
- who graduated last year - was 
a sophomore at Michigan State 
University, he was placed in 
a one-room dorm about the 
size of a Niemeyer living room 
with two other roommates. He 
was happy with this arrange­
ment, however, because he still 
had the largest room on his 
dormitory’s floor.
Likewise, my other siblings 
always lived in small, one- 
room dorms with another 
roommate, and they never 
had personal kitchens, bath­
rooms, etc. In these cases, 
the concept of on-campus 
apartments, as well as living 
centers geared toward specific 
student groups, did not seem 
to be nearly as developed as 
they are at GVSU, considering 
that lowerclassmen and up­
perclassmen alike were placed 
in small, traditional dorms.
Finally, for many students 
who live in off-campus apart­
ments, there are buses available 
to transport them between
housing
their homes and campus.
In many cases, this arrange­
ment can serve to alleviate the 
stress of having to buy a car 
for students who aren’t situ­
ated close to the main hub of 
campus. I can personally attest 
to this convenience—the bus 
system has been the one factor 
enabling me to refrain from 
dipping into my college fund 
to buy a car.
In the end, despite the 
housing shortage that GVSU 
has been experiencing, the 
housing situation here is still, 
in many ways, very good. The 
university is also actively work­
ing to improve this situation 
by expanding its on-campus 
housing, as evident by the 
construction project going on 
across from Mackinac Hall.
Ideally, I would also hope 
that GVSU would at some 
point focus its construction 
efforts on living and learn­
ing centers, as I have found 
Niemeyer’s setup, with 
apartment wings on either 
side of a classroom build­
ing, to be very convenient.
Shopping in different countries
BY ANUSH YEPREMYAN
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
I I ho does not
like shopping?
I Have you ever
thought that a 
-------------- shopping expe­
rience can be different in 
every part of the world?
I have been in the United 
States of America for almost 
three years now. I am fully 
adapted to everything pretty 
much. However, there is only 
thing I still cannot get used to;
it is the fact that you cannot 
haggle or negotiate the prices 
when shopping in the mall. 
Let’s say I have special feelings 
for haggling (My negotiations 
professor would appreciate it).
Yesterday, my friend and 
I went to the mall, and there 
I saw “it” - so beautiful and 
mesmerizing hanging on a 
mannequin. A beige knee- 
length autumn skirt. I loved 
the skirt no doubt, but I did 
not really like the price. I 
almost took it off the manne­
quin, to the cashier, and asked 
if I could pay another price for 
it; but I did not. Imagine what 
kind of reaction they would 
have at the store. That would 
have been priceless.
In some countries, shop­
ping does not necessarily mean 
being in an enormous fancy 
place with uncountable num­
bers of stores and restaurants. 
For example, in Ukraine and 
many other European coun­
tries there are open-air markets 
where people shop. Why are 
they open air? It is simple - 
they sell everything, starting 
from nails and ending with 
luxury fur coats, in the open 
air. This is a perfect place for 
haggling. But there is a certain 
technique to it, and there are 
rules you have to follow.
My uncle is American, 
and when he came to Ukraine 
for the first time to meet us, 
we took him to this open-air 
market to buy a leather jacket. 
Each place had different prices 
for the same model of jacket. 
We found a pretty good deal 
on it, but you always can 
make the deal even better. It is 
a haggling place, right? While 
my uncle tried on the jacket, 
my mom and aunt and look­
ing at the jacket from every 
angle and acting as if they are 
not really impressed. So my 
mom starts bargaining with 
the store assistant to lower the
price. The shop assistant hesi­
tates. So my mom takes out 
the money from her pocket - 
the amount she wanted to pay 
for the jacket - and acts as if 
this is all she has and will buy 
it at this second for this much. 
You know what kind of affect 
people have after the “Show 
me the money” action.
The grand finale is turning 
around as if leaving. At the 
second you do that, 98 percent 
of the time they agree to sell 
the products for the price you 
want. So, we got the jacket for 
the half of the price she initially 
offered. Isn’t it amazing?
However, there are also 
nice malls that are the equiv­
alent of the River Town one. 
It is your choice to which 
one you go. Mostly, people 
go there for entertainment, 
fun and experience.
I find it fascinating how 
shopping can be so differ­
ent in every culture.
VALLEY VOTE THIS ISSUE’S QUESTION BLOG
Are you planning on going to 
any homecoming events?
Do you think it’s important Preparing for winter 
to vote in local elections?
By Kelly Smith
Yes
No
Maybe
12%
71% LOG ON & VOTE
17% www.lanthorn.com www.lanthorn.com
QUESTION OF THE ISSUE
DO YOU THINK IT’S IMPORTANT TO VOTE IN LOCAL ELECTIONS?
ANDREW CARTER
"Yes. when you vote for local authority, you are 
more aware of what’s going on in your town and 
with that, you have a chance to have laws that 
are more in your favor to be approved.”
YEAR: Senior 
MAJOR: Business 
HOMETOWN: Fenton, Michigan
HAILEY KILBARGER
"Yes. it's important to share your opinion so it 
makes you more part of the community.”
YEAR: Sophomore 
MAJOR: Advertising 
HOMETOWN: Ortonville, Michigan
BREANNA EDWARDS
“Yeah, just to know the rights. Even if you don’t 
know how it’s affecting you. it’s still affecting 
you.”
YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Exercise science
HOMETOWN: Detroit. Michigan
JOEL REITSMA
“Yes. I feel like it’s our civic duty and our rights 
as Americans."
YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Mechanical Engineering
HOMETOWN: Byron Center. Michigan
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Playing the numbers game
GV receives nearly 20,000 applications, accepts over 70 percent
BY STEPHANIE BRZEZINSKI
ASSOCIA TE@LANTHORN.COM
any high school seniors go through 
the long process of filling out col­
lege applications while struggling 
against senioritis and preparing for 
their impending graduation.
I housands of these students sent their 
applications to Grand Valley State Univer­
sity tor the 2015-2016 school year.
Jodi Chycinski, director of admissions, 
said the GVSU Admissions Office received 
19,331 applications from “first-time freshmen.”
Though 13,800 of them received acceptance let­
ters, only 4,155 students decided to enroll.
Put another way, this means that about 6,000 
students were rejected, while another 9,000 ac­
cepted students chose not to enroll at GVSU 
Once students receive word from prospec­
tive colleges, they can make their decision and 
sign up for orientation, which at GVSU needs 
to happen by May 1. Chycinski said if too many 
students register by that date than expected, 
they would stop taking orientation reservations.
“We accept all those that we feel meet our 
standards,” she said. “We know what our typical 
yield is from year to year, which allows us to esti­
mate the size of the freshman class.”
GVSU admissions counselors examine 
applications based on a variety of factors.
“We review each applicant and look at all 
of the credentials that they bring forward in 
their application for admissions,” Chycin­
ski said. “At Grand Valley, we are looking for 
students who are prepared to meet the chal­
lenges of a rigorous university curriculum.”
Potential students are also reviewed 
based on criteria that include completion 
of high school courses, overall GPA, ACT 
scores and class ranking. For example, Chy­
cinski said the middle 50 percent of admit­
ted students had between a 3.3 and 3.8 GPA, 
paired with ACT scores between 21 and 26.
“A single deficiency in an academic area 
will not necessarily mean a student is re­
fused admission,” Chycinski said. “How­
ever, students who are missing a number 
of courses are at a disadvantage.”
She said the university has plans to accom­
modate the growing enrollment. New buildings, 
new housing, an addition to the recreation center 
and updated food options will be available on 
campus starting next summer. Chycinski added 
that these will “continue to allow us to meet the 
academic and residential needs of our students.”
OMBUDS
CONTINUED FROM A3
vestigations or write formal investigative reports.
While concerns falling under a Title IX issue, discrimination of 
sex in schools or issues of self-harm must be officially reported by
the student ombuds, other conflicts a student is facing will remain 
confidential
Garrett said she will not be taking sides in a situation, but she 
will provide a resource for the students to work through their prob­
lems and will be able to keep the conversations they have private.
“I am a pretty easy person to speak with and think that the om­
buds role is a great addition to GVSUT Garrett said. “Sometimes 
you just need someone to have a conversation with to work out 
problems.”
In order to reach Garrett to discuss the student ombuds posi­
tion or to get assistance, email her at garrettt@gvsu.edu or visit her 
office in the Student Services building on the Allendale Campus.
TIAA
CREF
RECORD
LIKE A BROKEN RECORD
TIAA-CREF: Upper’s Best Overall Large Fund Company 
three years in a row. For the first time ever. How? 
Our disciplined investment strategy aims to produce 
competitive risk-adjusted returns that create long-term 
value for you. Just what you’d expect from a company 
that’s created to serve and built to perform.
Learn more about our unprecedented, 
award-winning performance at TIAA.org/Perform
BUILT TO PERFORM
AAA
UPPER UPPER UPPER
2013 2014 2015
BEST OVERALL LARGE FUND COMPANY’
Th« Lvo*' Award* ara baaad on a ravtaw of 36 companfaa’ 3012 
and 48 compantaa 2013 and 2014 nak-adjuatad parformanca
‘The Lipper Award is given to the group with the lowest average decile ranking of three years' Consistent Return for eligible funds over 
the three-year period ended 11/30/12,11/30/13, and 11/30/14 respectively. TIAA-CREF was ranked among 36 fund companies in 2012 
and 48 fund companies in 2013 and 2014 with at least five equity, five bond, or three mixed-asset portfolios. Past performance does 
not guarantee future results. For current performance and rankings, please visit the Research and Performance section on tiaa-cref.org. 
TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional Services, LLC, Teachers Personal Investors Services, Inc., and Nuveen Secunties, LLC, members 
FINRA and SIPC, distribute securities products. ©2015 Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America College Retirement 
Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF), 730 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017. C24849B
Consider investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing. 
Go to tiaa-cref.org for product and fund prospectuses that contain this and other 
information. Read carefully before investing. TIAA-CREF funds are subject to market 
and other risk factors.
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VOICE PERFORMANCE AMO MASTERCLASS
GVSU alumna Christine Amon will present a short 
voice recital and give a masterclass to GVSU 
voice students at 2 p.m. in the Performing Arts 
Center. Amon, a mezzo soprano, recently studied 
in Buenos Aires due to the sponsorship of Opera 
Grand Rapids. Amon has been awarded first 
place in the Opera Grand Rapids Collegiate Vocal 
Competition, the NATS Regional Auditions, the 
Conrad Art Song Competition and was a finalist in 
the Lotte Lenya Competition. Amon received her 
master’s from Bowling Green State University and 
received her bachelor’s from GVSU. No stranger to 
the stage, Amon will be a resident artist at Opera 
Memphis this fall. For more information, go to 
www.gvsu.edu/music.
INNER BEAUTY
HOMECOMING COMEDY SHOW
As part of homecoming week, Spotlight 
Productions presents Saturday Night Live comedi­
ans Jay Pharoah and Aidy Bryant tonight at 8 p.m. 
in the Fieldhouse Arena. Tickets are free and avail­
able to be picked up from the 20/20 Desk. Pharoah 
has been an SNL cast member since 2010, while 
Bryant has been part of the team since 2012.
VOICE STUOK) RECITAL
On Oct. 22 at 7:30 p.m., students of professor 
Min Jin will perform a recital in the Sherman Van 
Solkema Hall in the Performing Arts Center. The 
event is open to the public. Jin has performed 
throughout Canada, Korea, Mexico and the U.S. and 
has appeared in many of the major concert halls 
throughout the country. He was a first prize win­
ner or the Artist International Music Competition, 
Korean Music Association Competition and a 
winter of the Keida Hermann International Voice 
Competition. For more information, visit www. 
gvsu.edu/music.
6VSU THEATER PRESENTS P.S. SERIES
This Sunday at 7:30 p.m., GVSU students will 
showcase their skills in all aspects of theater 
performance. The P.S. Series productions are fully- 
staged performances that are directed, produced 
and acted in by students in the Louis Armstrong 
Theatre. This years productions will be "Sure 
Thing,” “The Philadelphia,” “English Made Simple,” 
and "Cafe Murder.” The first three productions are 
directed by Kimberlee Griggs and the final per­
formance is directed by Anthony Sanchez. Tickets 
are $6 in advance and $7 at the door. For more 
information, visit www.gvsu.edu/theatre.
GUEST ARTIST CELLO RECITAL
Cellist Benjamin Whitcomb will be performing this 
Sunday at 7:30 p.m. in the Sherman Van Solkema 
Hall in the Performing Arts Center. Whitcomb has 
earned a national reputation as a performer and 
music teacher. He is an active musician, performing 
over 20 concerts per year. Whitcomb regularly ap­
pears on the “Sunday Afternoon Live from Chazen” 
concert series on Wisconsin Public Radio. He col­
laborates with pianist Vincent de Vries to perform 
concerts around the country and is a member of 
the Ancora String Quartet and the University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater Piano Trio. The recital is 
open to the public. For more information, visit 
www.gvsu.edu/music.
THUS SELF: The Raw Beauty Initiative met for the first time Oct. 17 in Kirkhof. The next meeting will be Nov. 14 and will focus on cultivating 
a culture of love. The Raw Beauty Initiative is a women's ministry program put on by University Christian Outreach. GVL | LUKE HOLMES
BY MADDIE FORSHEE
LAKERUFE@LANTHORN.COM
W
magazines 
all feature
omen are con­
stantly under 
pressure to be 
beautiful. Mov­
ies,
and television 
nothing short of perfection, 
which leaves a lot of stress on 
women in their daily lives.
One group of women is 
trying to bring the women of 
Grand Valley State University 
together to realize their true 
inner beauty through a new 
series of discussions called 
the Raw Beauty Initiative.
The event was organized as 
a women’s ministry program 
by mission leaders with Uni­
versity Christian Outreach, 
a religious organization on 
campus. Clare Holmes, one 
of the mission leaders, said 
they began the initiative be­
cause they wanted to bring 
women into a safe place to 
connect with each other and
to create a healthy environ­
ment for them.
Holmes said that though 
they are religiously affiliated, 
the conversation is not a ser­
mon and attendees did not 
have to be religious to attend.
“Beauty is something that 
every woman is touched by 
and struggles with,” she said. 
“Its not stuck to one idea.”
At their flagship event on 
Saturday, the event drew 
about 30 attendees. Many of 
them were part of UCO, but 
others were completely new. 
The members of UCO pro­
vided brunch for everyone 
to start off the morning and 
to get comfortable before the 
discussion started.
The conversation centered 
around defining beauty and 
what it means to be beauti­
ful, which was followed by a 
video from Christina Parrilla, 
a Grand Rapids-based makeup 
artist. Parrilla said that since she 
works so much with makeup, 
she sees firsthand the dramatic
effect that wearing it or taking 
it off can have on women, so 
she made a video that exposed 
the negative things that women 
hear regarding makeup.
“I don’t think (people) no­
tice what that does to a girl or 
woman when you say things 
like that, it kinda sticks with 
you,” Parrilla said. “I think that 
we can use makeup as a tool 
to enhance our natural beauty, 
not as something to cake on 
and hide our imperfections, 
because no ones perfect.”
Another guest speaker was 
Annie Sullivan, an alumna of 
GVSU and UCO, who spoke 
about her personal journey 
of finding security in her­
self and her inner beauty 
throughout her life.
The event ended with an 
exercise for the attendees to 
practice vulnerability with 
each other. The two-part ex­
ercise began with discussion 
prompts, and then the wom­
en, who were photographed 
at the beginning of the event,
were asked to pick a photo of 
someone they do not know 
and write affirmations on it.
“We’re striving to create a 
culture of love, healing and 
vulnerability through seek­
ing, finding and creating 
beauty,” said Rachel Pepmey- 
er, a mission leader.
“The aim is to have this 
exercise leave the girls feel­
ing positive and joyful and 
uplifted about their beauty,” 
Pepmeyer said.
Each of the monthly meet­
ings will focus on a different 
aspect of beauty, whether it 
is breaking down ideas sur­
rounding beauty or talking 
about the emotions surround­
ing beauty. The meetings are 
not required and attendees 
can drop in as they want.
The next Raw Beauty Ini­
tiative event will be held on 
Nov. 14.
□
60 TO:
http://on.fb.mc/1NUTIGB
FOR MORE INFORMATION
EDUCATION
Geography Day brings fun, learning to students
Lakers to host local seventh graders from Shawmut Hills Middle School
BY RACHEL HUCK
RHUCK@LANTHORN.COM
etting young 
students excited 
about learning 
can be a tough 
thing to do, but 
Grand Valley State University’s 
geography students are hoping 
Geographical Information Sys­
tems Day will do just that.
GVSU’s geography and 
planning department and 
Association of Student Ge­
ographers will host a class of 
seventh grade students from 
Shawmut Hills, a Grand Rap­
ids Public School for GIS Day.
“The goals of this event 
are, first of all, to share our 
love of geography with the 
community,” said Ross Van 
Peursem, GVSU Geography 
Club vice president. “The 
event is also meant to teach 
kids that geography is much, 
much more than just know­
ing the names of state capi­
tals. Geography is a huge, 
diverse field that has many 
different focuses of study.”
The event is part of the En­
gaged Department Initiative, 
which focuses on academic 
departments giving back to 
their community. GIS Day 
aims to increase geographic 
literacy and appreciation for
geography through mapping 
exercises and geocaching us­
ing Global Positioning Sys­
tems receivers across campus.
“The Engaged Department 
Initiative is a project that the 
geography department has be­
gun this year to try to export 
some of the geography depart­
ment’s unique capabilities and 
skills to our surrounding com­
munity,” Van Peursem said.
This collaborative ini­
tiative between GVSU and 
Shawmut Hills Elementary 
is funded by the Engaged 
Department Community 
Grant and aims to increase 
geographic literacy and ap­
preciation in young students.
“I hope that the seventh 
graders take away a new appre­
ciation for geography and spa­
tial science,” Van Peursem said.
For many of the attending 
seventh graders, this event 
provides their first look at a 
college campus.
“It is also important to 
show young students what a 
college campus can be like. 
Every year, the students are 
always amazed at what the 
campus looks like, and every 
year the students say they 
can’t wait to go to Grand Val­
ley when they grow up,” Van 
Peursem said. “(This) can in­
fluence them to study hard
and stay in school in order to 
return to GV as students.”
One of the main goals of GIS 
Day is to show young students 
what geography is all about 
“It’s important that we ex­
pose kids to aspects of geog­
raphy that are not memoriz­
ing capitals and memorizing 
the name of landforms,” Van 
Peursem said. “By showing 
kids that geography can actu­
ally be fun, we are influencing 
their perception of geography, 
and maybe even creating fu­
ture geography majors.”
The skills that students 
will be exposed to during 
GIS Day apply to more than 
just geography.
“Not only do geographers 
use these skills every day, but
other careers do as well, such 
as geology, natural resource 
management, anthropology 
and many others,” said Brittany 
Jacobs, president of ASGeog.
“Seventh graders are the tar­
get audience based on the time 
in their life when these stu­
dents begin exploring careers 
and when they begin thinking 
about their future,” said Jacobs.
There will be another GIS 
Day held in the winter se­
mester focusing on the same 
activities and goals.
GIS Day will take place Oct. 
30 in Mackinac Hall from 11:30 
a.m. until 2:30 p.m.
60 TO:
http ://bl t/ly/1 N U Y E BO
FOR MORE INFORMATION
LIFELONG LEARNING: Shawmut Hills students participating in GV­
SU’s Geographic Information Systems Day in 2013. GVL | courtesy
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STAUFFER EARNS GLIAC 
HONORS
Grand Valley State junior 
Kendra Stauffer ripped off four 
goals in an unprecedented 
18-minute stretch on Sunday 
against Northern Michigan in the 
second half of GVSU’s 7-0 win 
over the Wildcats. Her weekend 
performance earned her the 
GLIAC Offensive Player of the 
Week award.
Stauffer, a forward from 
Alto, Michigan, added another 
goal and three assists in the 
No. 3 Lakers’ two-game week­
end sweep against NMU and 
Michigan Tech. Stuaffer has 11 
goals on the season, good for 
second in the GLIAC behind 
teammate Marti Corby.
GVSU SWIM AND DIVE 
SWEEP AWARDS
A pair of international 
students cleaned up the GLIAC 
weekly honors for the Grand 
Valley State swim and dive team. 
Senior Gianni Ferrero (Germany) 
and junior Leonie Van Noort (the 
Netherlands) won the GLIAC 
Male and Female Athlete of the 
Week awards, respectively.
Ferrero set a pool record 
in the 100 backstroke at the 
University of Wisconsin - 
Milwaukee meet, turning in a 
time of 49:38. Ferrero also won 
the 100 and 500 freestyle events.
Van Noort set a GVSU varsity 
record and tied another in her 
stellar season-opening perfor­
mance. Van Noort won the 200 
freestyle with a time of 1:50.75, 
good for a GVSU record.
Her 500 freestyle time of 
4:56.30 was good for both a pool 
and GVSU record. Van Noort also 
won the 100 freestyle.
WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL TO 
HOST ALUMNI DAY
The GVSU women’s volleyball 
.team will host its annual Alumni 
' Day on Saturday during a match 
against Findlay. During the game, 
the 2005 national championship 
team will be honored as it will be 
celebrating its 10th anniversary.
The team was the first 
women’s athletic team to win a 
national championship in GVSU 
history. The squad will also be 
recognized at the GVSU football 
game against Findlay for home­
coming at halftime on Saturday.
HALL OF FAME
LAKER LEGEND: Former Laker quarterback Cullen Finnerty rushes up the field during a game. Finnerty, who 
passed away in 2013, remains one of the most effective quarterbacks in NCAA football history. GVL | ARCHIVES
finals in 2004.
In 2006, Finnerty was a First-Team All-American 
and finished second in the Harlon Hill vote for best 
player in Division II.
Finnerty is one of just two Division II quarter­
backs to throw for 10,000 yards and rush for 2,000 
yards in a career.
The standout from Brighton, Michigan totaled 
141 touchdowns in his four-year career - 110 of 
which came through the air. Finnertys 13,275 total 
yards rank ninth all-time in Division II.
The GVSU quarterback cradle is stocked with 
memorable names, but Finnerty may just be the best 
Laker play-caller of all time.
CHUCK MARTIN
Martin took the reigns from Brian Kelly as GV­
SU’s head coach in 2004, and served at the Laker
helm until 2009. During his head coaching tenure, 
the Lakers compiled a 74-7 record. In his first season, 
Martins Lakers lost three games. After that, GVSU 
strung off four seasons with four total losses.
“I know what a huge honor it is,” Martin said of 
the induction. “I know what Grand Valley has meant 
to me and my family and what it has meant long­
term for my career. We had a great run but it has also 
helped me to have success in my professional life.”
Martin, now the head coach at Division I Miami 
(Ohio), won national championships in 2005 and 
2006 with the Lakers, and brought his squad to the 
2009 national championship. Under his lead, GVSU 
turned in a Division II record 40-game winning 
streak between August 2005 and December 2007.
Martin was named the American Football
SEE FAME | A8
GVSU TO FEATURE DOCU­
MENTARY ON CAMPUS
On Oct. 24, members of the 
Grand Valley State community 
will have an opportunity to be 
among the first people to see “A 
Lesson in Diplomacy,” the story 
the GVSU baseball team’s trip to 
Cuba in January of 2012.
The documentary was pro­
duced by GVSU communications 
professor Frank Boring, who 
has been joined by a number of 
other GVSU faculty, students and 
former students in creating and 
editing the documentary.
The premiere screening is 
set for 1 p.m. on Saturday in 
Henry Hall on GVSU’s Allendale 
Campus.
VARSITY SCHEDULE
liiiiiMiiinmiiimniiiiiMiiiiimiiiiiiHiiiiiiiiiiiimiii
FOOTBALL
Saturday 7 p.m. vs Findlay 
(Homecoming)
WOMEN’S SOCCER 
Friday 4 p.m. at Walsh
VOLLEYBALLl
Friday 7 p.m. vs Hillsdale
Saturday 4 p.m. vs Findlay
I i
WOMEN’S TENNIS
Friday at GLIAC Championships 
(Midland, Michigan)
CROSS COUNTRY
Saturday at GLIAC 
Championships (Milford, 
Michigan)
SWIMMING AND DIVING
Friday 5 p.m. at Calvin College 
; 5pm
Saturday 1 p.m. vs Lewis
VOLLEYBALL
Staying in the family
Despite injuries and changing careers, GV seniors contribute
READY TO PLAY: Senior Audrey Kidd gets set to bump the ball during a drill in 
practice on Oct. 20 for the Grand Valley State volleyball team GVL I EMILY frye
BY ALEX EISEN
A El SEN @LAN THORN. COM
lthough they might 
never play in another 
varsity volleyball match, 
Grand Valley State se­
niors Carley Gross and 
Audrey Kidd aren’t taking the easy 
way out by bailing on the team.
Rather, Gross and Kidd are em­
bracing their roles and their career 
paths, and helping every way they can.
“The respect I have for these girls 
means so much more to me than the 
game of volleyball,” Gross said. “I con­
sider them family and I would never 
ever in a million years think to leave 
my family. I’m sticking it out not only 
for me, but because I love them.”
Gross didn’t think she would be 
in this position, watching her team­
mates without having the opportu­
nity to contribute, after gradually 
seeing more playing time leading 
up to her senior year.
She played in 32 matches last sea­
son and finished sixth-best on the 
team in kills (132), but a persistent 
back injury suffered during an offsea­
son practice last spring unexpectedly 
ended her playing career.
“I definitely didn’t think the injury 
was going to completely terminate 
my career as a volleyball player here,” 
Gross said. “But, it is what it is and it 
happened, so I’m just trying to make 
the best of the scenario.”
Limited to what she can do, Gross 
has taken on a brand new role as a 
quasi-coach. From helping run certain 
drills in practice, to running around 
doing small errands for the coaching
staff, Gross takes on any challenge her 
body can handle.
Injury setbacks, albeit not as se­
vere, also have affected Kidd from 
reaching her full potential. Kidd 
underwent shoulder surgery in the 
past, an operation that causes her 
pain on a daily basis.
Kidd has pushed through the dis­
comfort in practice and played in three 
matches this season regardless. She ap­
peared in nine matches as a junior, and 
only one set during each of her sopho­
more and freshman seasons.
Before graduating, Kidd could fac­
tor into a few more sets if GVSU gets a 
big enough lead to get her in, but she 
understands her role on the sidelines is 
just as important to the team than her 
stepping out onto the court
During a match or even outside 
the Fieldhouse Arena, Kidd is ob­
servant and always trying to figure 
out what her teammates need, tak­
ing it as her responsibility to keep 
the team’s morale up.
“If Staci (Brower) comes in and 
doesn’t look like her normal self, if she 
is in her head about a game, I know I 
need to loosen her up. I need to sing a 
song to her or joke around with her,” 
Kidd said. “Or if they are having a bad 
day, say Betsy (Ronda) is frustrated 
with class, like you know you have to 
be there for that person.
“Other people scout the teams 
we are going to play. I kind of scout 
how we are.”
Between Gross and Kidd, head 
coach Deanne Scanlon is apprecia-
SEE VOLLEYBALL | A8
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GV to induct six 
former Lakers 
into Hall of Fame
BY ADAM KNORR
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM
he 2015 Grand Valley State Athletics 
Hall of Fame class features a now-Divi- 
sion I football coach, the all-time win- 
ningest college quarterback, and some 
of the best athletes from GVSU cross 
country, volleyball, and basketball history.
The 2015 class will be inducted at the Hall of 
Fame banquet on Oct. 23, at the Kirkhof Center. 
The six members will be honored at halftime of the 
GVSU vs Findlay homecoming game on Oct. 24.
The diverse class features just two members from 
the same sport. Those two, former head football 
coach Chuck Martin and former quarterback Cul­
len Finnerty, graced the field together during from 
2003 to 2006 when Finnerty graduated.
Their time as part of the same program 
highlighted one of the most dominant runs in 
NCAA football history.
CULLEN FINNERTY
Finnerty, who passed away in 2013 at the age 
of 30, remains the all-time winningest quarter­
back in football history, regardless of division. As 
a starter from 2003 to 2006, Finnerty helped the 
Lakers win 51 of 55 games, including three Divi­
sion II National Championships.
With Finnerty under center, the Lakers won 
national championships in 2003, 2005 and 2006. 
GVSU fell to North Dakota in the NCAA Quarter-
* ♦ t ♦ ♦♦
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CLUB SOFTBALL
NO COACH, NO
Laker club softball excels despite lack of a head coach
PROBLEM
WINNING SMILES: The Grand Valley state club softball team poses around a 
trophy following a tournament win earlier this season. COURTESY I KELSEA REED
BY BRADY MCATAMNEY
BMCATAMNEY@LANTHORN.COM
ohn Wooden, Bear 
Bryant and Bo Schem- 
bechler have all gone 
down in history as some 
of the finest college 
coaches to ever grace the sporting 
world They inspired their teams, built 
long-standing programs and earned 
the respect of their athletes.
Coaches give guidance, draw up 
strategy and form groups of players 
into teams and families. The Grand 
Valley State softball team, however, is 
doing it all without a head coach.
The 15-player squad is self- 
coached, and, to this point in the 
season, is seeing top results. The 
Lakers have racked up a 14-2 record 
under their own guidance, and have 
a number of players high up in the 
National Club Softball Association 
(NCSA) statistic rankings.
“Yes, we are self-coached, so yes 
there are issues sometimes, but be­
cause we have such an amazing group 
of girls we are able to work these issues
out,” said sophomore Rachel Chase. 
“We are a team; teams are able to work 
issues out and work for the best of the 
group. This is not an individual sport 
If an issue arises, we know to bring it to 
the table. That is how we get better as 
people and as a group.”
While the team doesn’t have a 
coach at the top, there is still a sense 
of structure within the program. 
The Lakers have a president, vice 
president, secretary and treasurer 
who all take on duties that a head 
coach or administration might deal 
with for a traditionally composed 
squad. Kelsea Reed, one of just two 
seniors on the team, serves as a sort 
of player-coach, making key game 
time decisions.
“We have upperclassmen that 
will be leaders every now and then. 
But the team is made up of officers, 
which are our main leaders. I am the 
president so I make the final say in 
what goes. The lineups and pitch­
ing changes are made up by me. If 
I need any help in deciding what to 
do, I will ask my other officers what I 
should do,” said senior Kelsea Reed.
The Lakers prides themselves in 
being a tight-knit group, and claim 
the special bond they share as team­
mates has helped them overcome their 
coachless scenario.
“Not having a coach doesn’t seem 
to have any negative impact on our 
team ‘sticking together.’ If anything, 
it brings us closer. Our team is hon­
est and open with each other about 
everything on the field,” said sopho­
more Paige Lavin. “Were like a group 
of sisters and I believe our chemistry 
as a team will carry on into lifelong 
friendships.”
GVSU’s intangibles are not the 
team’s only forte, however. The 14-2 
record isn’t by mistake, as the Lak­
ers have a number of players among 
the national leaders in a variety of 
statistics. Sophomore Hannah John­
son leads the nation in hits with 22. 
Johnson’s 22 hits in 36 at-bats have 
earned her a .611 batting average — 
top for any athlete in the nation with 
30 at-bats or more.
Sophomores Sarah Courts and 
Anna Eckholm are tied for the NCSA 
lead with two home runs apiece. Eck­
holm also ranks third in the NCSA in 
runs (13) and total bases (30).
Sophomore pitcher Delaney Maki 
has been lights out for the Lakers this 
season, posting a 6-0 record with a 
1.38 ERA. Maki has struck out an NC­
SA-leading 53 batters - well ahead of 
the second-place total of 42 from Mi­
ami (Ohio) pitcher Kate Mlitko.
“Last season, there were some 
grievances and confrontations in re­
gards to how things were being han­
dled. This year, however, it is a com­
pletely different story. A few girls 
either quit or graduated, and new 
girls came in... It’s just that this group 
of girls that meshes better,” Lavin 
said. “We are comfortable enough 
with each other to talk openly on 
our opinions about things, and ev­
eryone’s opinion matters. Therefore, 
we haven’t had any issues this year.”
FAME
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Coaches Association National Coach of the Year 
twice during his time at GVSU.
NATE PECK
The Grand Valley State cross country pro­
gram has turned into a bona fide dynasty un­
der head coach Jerry Baltes. Standing out from 
the crowd of nationally recognized runners at 
GVSU is a tall task.
Former runner Nate Peck had no difficulties 
distinguishing himself during his time as a Laker. 
Peck was a United States Track & Field and Cross 
Country Coaches Association (USTFCCCA) 
All-American 11 times in 12 seasons as a Lak­
er, and owns the most All-Ainericaij hgiuors in 
GVSU athletics history.
After being redshMe#^eck MM«Hn to 
win the GLIAC Freshman of the Year award
in 2004. From 2005 to 2007, Peck earned the 
GLIAC Men’s Cross Country Athlete of the 
Year award, helping the Laker men finish in 
the top six nationally each year.
Peck’s accolades and achievements will live 
on in GVSU lore forever, but his memories are 
more of the times spent with his teammates 
than the times he recorded.
“The actual act of running is not all that en­
joyable. I think at any point everyone thinks 
about quitting. If it wasn’t for all the guys I ran 
with (I might have), all we had was each other’s 
company’ Peck said. “You can’t hang your hat 
on (the accomplishments), it’s just all the good 
memories that we had that’s what I look back on 
and puts a smile on my face.”
ALLYSON RILEY
Allyson Riley didn’t smash down kills or 
swing momentum with stonewall blocks, but her 
role for GVSU volleyball was no less important. 
Riley, a three-fifee GLIAC Libero of the Year, 
helped the Lakers earn the 2005 Division II Na­
tional Championship.
Riley’s position at the back of the GVSU ro­
tation kept her away from the limelight, but on 
Friday, she will be immortalized in the hallows 
of Laker athletics.
The legendary libero came to GVSU with 
plans of being a setter, but things changed. Riley 
ranks 19th all-time in Division II in digs, and tal­
lied 731 digs in the 2005 national championship 
season - still a school record.
Riley is the only Laker to ever top 5.00 digs 
per set in a season. She did it three times from 
2005 to 2007, and holds the top three records in 
single season digs. Riley’s numbers may not pop 
in significance to the casual fan, but rest assured, 
her contributions will hang around the Laker re­
cord book for quite some time.
ERIKA RYSKAMP
Along with Finnerty and Riley, former bas­
ketball standout Erika Ryskamp was a catalyst in 
the 2005-06 athletic season that proved to be one 
of the best in GVSU history.
Ryskamp, a 3-point specialist from 
Schoolcraft, Michigan, dropped 1,409 points 
in her GVSU career - good for seventh on 
the all-time scoring list. Ryskamp’s 223 ca­
reer 3-pointers place her second in GVSU 
women’s basketball history, just behind Amy 
Rehmann’s 239 from 1996-99.
The gritty guard earned All-GLIAC North 
Division Second-Team honors in each of her 
last three seasons, and is one of three players 
in program history to rack up 1,400 points 
and 350 assists.
Her tenure as a Laker highlights some of 
the most successful seasons in GVSU wom­
en’s basketball history.
KATY TAFLER
Former Laker soccer standout Katy Tafler 
came down from Canada and became per­
haps the greatest player in what may be the 
greatest athletic program in GVSU’s prolific 
Division II history.
Tafler, an Ontario native, posted almost-com- 
ical stats from 2005-08 under then-head coach 
Dave Dilanni. Her 269 career points (114 goals, 
41 assists) rank first in GVSU history by a wide 
margin, vastly outpacing runner-up Mirela Tu- 
tundzic’s total of 184.
Tafler was a two-time Daktronics Nation­
al Player of the Year, and won GLIAC Offen­
sive Player of the Year three times from 2006 
to 2008. She is the all-time GVSU leader in 
goals, game-winning goals and points per 
game, along with total points.
“It’s hard (to pick a best memory) because I 
think, like a lot of athletes or people who are per­
fectionists, you tend to focus on the bad things,” 
Tafler said. “I have kind of a general overall feel­
ing of just what a great experience it was. It’s hard 
to pick out specific things, but the road trips and 
the feeling of what it felt like to connect with 
teammates for a goal was great”
Her standing on the field was nearly eclipsed 
by her efforts off. The biomedical sciences ma­
jor graduated with a 3.925 GPA, and earned the 
2008 NCAA Top VII Award - one of the highest 
honors a student-athlete can achieve for on and 
off the field success.
Tafler is now a resident in obstetrics and 
gynecology at McMaster University in Ham­
ilton, Ontario.
VOLLEYBALL
CONTINUED FROM A7
five to have that type of senior leadership around 
to mold and teach a youthful team currently fea­
turing six true freshmen.
Rather than walking away from the sport, 
their willingness to be involved has not only 
aided the coaches, but helps holds everyone 
around them accountable.
“It’s hard for anyone to really complain,” Scan­
lon said. “When you have these two seniors, 
whose careers have not gone the way they would 
have scripted them, and you see them coming in 
every day and working hard, being positive and
trying to help the team in any way they can it just 
makes it almost impossible for anybody to feel 
sorry for themselves.”
The two are making a difference, whether that 
involves going to the weight room to find some­
thing, impromptu singing to provoke a laugh, or 
noticing when someone needs genuine advice.
Gross and Kidd have found a place among 
their beloved family members.
“It takes special people to be able to put 
other people first,” Scanlon said. “For their 
teammates to really acknowledge how im­
portant they are helps them through not get­
ting a lot of playing time.
“It’s a hard thing to do. I don’t know if I 
could do it.”
LEADER: 9efrtor Cacley Gross assists the voileybaff team with drills during practice However, after
undergo^ back surgery. Gross' abilities have been limited for the 2015 campaign, ovi I imily fryi
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M. GOLF
WATCHFUL EYE: Head coach Gary Bissell directs practice April 29 at the Meadows Golf Course in Allendale. Bissell and the Lakers wrapped up the fall por­
tion of their season with a second-place finish at the Motor City Invitational this week, and will take a break before the spring season, gvl | kevin sielaff
BY MASON TRONSOR
ASSISTANTSPORTS@LANTHORN.COM
he Grand Valley State mens 
golf team ended its 2015 fall 
campaign with a tough sec­
ond-place finish at the Motor 
City Invitational on Monday. 
The Lakers finished with a total score of 
624 (+48), a single stroke behind Wayne
States 623 (+47). GVSU’s first-day score of 
318 set it back, and, entering the final day, 
GVSU trailed the Warriors by 10 strokes.
The tournament came down to the final 
18th hole. GVSUs chance to complete the 
comeback was faltered thanks to WSU’s 
Crawford McKinlay, who holed-out from 
130 yards out to earn an eagle and secure 
the tournament win for the Warriors.
“When someone holes out to beat you 
from the middle of the fairway, you just
have to clap your hands for them,” said 
GVSU head coach Gary Bissell.
The course, as described by Bissell, was chal­
lenging. Hazards threatened to steal misplayed 
balls throughout the course. The fairways were 
smaller than other courses, and the greens were 
firm, lending the course to higher scores.
GVSU was once again led by two of its 
underclassmen.
Freshman Bryce Messner led GVSU, 
finishing in second place overall at the
tournament with a 153 (+9), capping off a 
strong start to his college career.
The Hartland, Michigan native shot 79 on 
the first day, paired with a 74 the next day — the 
best round on the weekend for GVSU.
“My first day was a little shaky,” Messner 
said. “The conditions were tough so I thought 
I managed to do well on the second day.”
Sophomore Domenic Mancinelli also im­
proved from day one to day two, turning in the 
second-best score for the Lakers with a 155 (+12)
“Tough layout, tough conditions and some 
simple errors are pretty easy to make out 
there,” Mancinelli said. “I thought I hit it better 
than my score, but it just wasn’t my week.
Junior Ted Rider helped the cause by 
shooting an 80 (+8) on the first day, and fin­
ishing strong with a 77 on the final day.
Redshirt junior Alex Nannetti posted a 
163 (+19), salvaging a first-day 86 with a 
solid 77 on day two. Freshman Alex Scott 
participated as an individual for the Lak­
ers, posting a 166 (+22). Scott’s score did 
not factor into GVSU’s overall score.
Thanks in part to his miracle shot on 
the 18th hole, McKinlay recorded the best 
individual score of the tournament to earn 
medalist honors with a 145 (+1).
“It is clear we can compete,” Bissell said. 
“We’ve got some adjustments to make dur­
ing the winter. We’ll make a couple of im­
provements and change our mindset for 
round one so we can get a little better start.”
With the completion of the tournament, 
the fall portion of GVSU’s schedule draws to 
a close. The Lakers will return to the course 
in the spring for the second half of its season.
W. GOLF
Out of their league
Women’s golf ties for first at Dayton Invitational
BY JOSH PEICK
JPEICK@LANTHORN.COM
he Grand Valley 
State women’s golf 
team stepped up a 
division and still 
managed to top 
most of the field at the Univer­
sity of Dayton Fall Invitational. 
The Lakers finished tied for
first at a tournament featuring 
mostly Division I squads.
GVSU and the University 
of Indianapolis each finished 
the second and final round 
with a score of 610 (+50). The 
tiebreaker came down to the 
total score of the fifth player of 
both teams, in which the Uni­
versity of Indianapolis had an 
eight-stroke advantage.
The Lakers have been play­
ing their best golf of the year 
and showed it against tough 
Division I competition.
To the surprise of few, se­
nior Gabrielle Shipley again led 
the way for the Lakers. Shipley 
finished the tournament tied 
for second, firing 72-75 (147, 
+7) over two rounds. Shipley 
has four top-five finishes in 
her last four tournaments. The 
senior overcame scrambling
throughout the second round 
to keep a low score.
“The first day I put myself 
in better position from fair­
way to green,” Shipley said. 
“My ball striking wasn’t as 
good the second round which 
put pressure on my putter.”
Sophomore Samantha 
Moss posted GVSUs next-best 
score with a 151 (+11), her 
best tournament score of the 
fall season, as she finished in 
seventh place. On the first day, 
Moss had all parts of her game 
working to earn a score of 74.
“I had a lot of fun out there,” 
Moss said “It was really cool to 
be able to have everything piece 
together in the same round.”
Junior Alex Taylor finished 
third for the Lakers. Taylor 
carded a 154 (+14), tying for 
ninth in the tournament.
Freshman Alex Amos fin­
ished tied in 47th place with 
a 165 (+25), thanks to a nine- 
stroke improvement from 
the first to second round.
Junior Danielle Crilley, 
rounded out the team score for 
GVSU, finishing one stroke be­
hind Amos with a 166 (+26).
Junior Julie Guckian 
competed individually for 
the Lakers, posting a score
of 162 (+22). Guckian fin­
ished tied for 33rd place.
GVSU’s consistent lineup 
has fueled the team all year. 
Six different players have 
placed in the top 10 in tour­
naments throughout the year. 
If one player had an off day, 
another player was always 
there to pick their teammate 
up and post a low score.
“It’s nice knowing that 
any one of our players can 
be that person that steps 
up,” said GVSU head coach 
Rebecca Mailloux. “It takes 
a little pressure off of every­
one knowing that anyone 
can step up to the plate if 
you are having an off day.”
Although GVSU’s two- 
tournament outright winning 
streak came to an end, the team 
has placed within the top two 
spots in four straight tourna­
ments. GVSU will look to close 
out the last tournament of the 
fell season with a win next 
week at the Davenport Invi­
tational. The two-day tourna­
ment will take place at a pair of 
Grand Rapids country clubs. 
The tournament begins on Oct. 
25 at Boulder Creek Golf Club 
and concludes at Blythefield 
Country Club on Oct. 26.
FORM SWING: Samantha Moss competes in the GLIAC Tournament on April 26. The Lakers finished in 
second place at the University of Dayton Fall Invitational earlier this week. COURTESY I BRETT DUNBAR
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Ferrero won a number of events at the Universit'
Across the pond 
and into the pool
GV swim and dive a place to make friends 
and compete for international students
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
BTROUTMAN@LANTHORN.COM
peek at Grand Valley State’s 
roster reveals 10 international 
players from seven countries: 
Germany, Australia, Spain, 
Lithuania, Mexico, Brazil and 
the Netherlands. With the variety, differ­
ent cultures and perspectives abound.
The Grand Valley State swimming and div­
ing team may come from all around the world, 
but the athletes are all part of one big family.
“I think what’s really big for a lot of interna­
tional students is being included in the family 
aspect of the team,” said senior Gianni Ferrero. 
“You spend so much time together not only in 
practice, but also outside of the pool, and that’s 
really something we don’t have back home.”
Ferrero is from Germany, and is one 
of three international swimmers — Jesus 
Morales, Lara Deible and himself — that 
stood out to head coach Andy Boyce.
“They’re all hard workers. All of our kids are, 
it’s hard to single out just three. All three are ex­
cellent in the classroom and excellent in the pool.”
The U.S. is an attractive option for inter­
national students due to the combination 
of school and athletics at U.S. universities. 
In many countries, schools don’t have ath­
letic programs, and players are forced to join 
clubs outside of their academic pursuits.
“In Germany, and generally in Europe, we 
don’t have college athletics. There’s no such 
thing. You go to college and that’s it. You take
classes and that’s it,” Ferrero said.
The club teams and classes are both full­
time commitments, and the system doesn’t 
accommodate students who wish to do both. 
Ferrero said the student-athlete model in the 
U.S. works much better for people like himself.
“College in the U.S. is more of an experience. 
It’s more fun. The system here, the way it’s de­
signed with classes, the way you choose your ma­
jor, I personally think it’s much easier,” he said. “I 
personally like the system here, and of course col­
lege athletics, it’s been very beneficial for myselfT
Beneficial is an understatement. Since com­
ing to GVSU as a freshman in 2013, Ferrero has 
had a decorated swimming career at GVSU. He 
holds 11 varsity school records, as well as three 
freshman records. He earned six All-American 
honors last season, and placed first in the 100 
backstroke (47.45) as well as the individual med­
ley (1:46.97) at the 2015 GLIAC Championships.
Ferrero says the family atmosphere on 
the team is one of the biggest reasons for 
his success at GVSU.
“Two days (after arriving) we left for a train­
ing trip, and I got placed on a bus with 60 people 
that I didn’t know, and they welcomed me in a 
great way,” he said. “Even though the entire situ­
ation was stressful and kind of difficult, they re­
ally tried to make it as smooth as possible.”
Deible, another German native, is entering 
her first year at GVSU, but is a junior academi­
cally. She and Ferrero met back in Germany, and 
after expressing some of the same complaints
SEE SWIM | A10
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CLUB SOCCER
Tournament time
BY BRODiE ORENT
BORENWLANTHORN.COM
ast season, the 
Grand Valley 
State mens club 
soccer team had 
its heart broken 
by the University of Cincin­
nati in the Midwest Alliance 
Soccer Conference (MASC) 
tournament, as the Bearcats 
topped the Lakers in a shoot­
out to end the 2014 season.
GVSU (10-2-1) has a shot 
for redemption in the com­
ing weekend in the first game 
of the MASC Regional Tour­
nament in Indianapolis. Last 
year has been a thing of the 
past for a while now, but the 
Cincinnati game has stuck in 
the players’ heads.
“We lost to 
Cincinnati last 
year and they’re 
probably the 
best team in 
the league this 
year. They’re 
undefeated and 
only gave up 
two goals this 
year, so if we 
can get by Cin­
cinnati in the 
first game that 
would be huge,” 
said midfielder 
Robert Klein.
Getting the opportunity 
for redemption has not been 
easy for the Lakers. The team 
started out the season think­
ing a national championship 
was not far out of reach, 
but after suffering two early 
losses and a later tie, GV- 
SU’s national championship 
dreams faded further and 
further into the distance.
“We just realized our po­
sition because we knew that 
we put ourselves in a bad po­
sition early on in the season 
and realized that we had to 
basically win. That’s all we 
could do to get to regionals,” 
said goalkeeper Alex Pastor. 
“We play every game with a 
sense of urgency like it will 
be our last game.”
Head coach Jeff Crooks 
knows that, with soccer, some­
times the bounces and quirks 
decide the game. The better 
team doesn’t always leave the 
field with a victory.
“This is going to sound
amazingly arrogant, but we 
should be 12-0,” Crooks said. 
“I don’t usually say that lightly, 
we’ve got a really, really good 
team, but what happened was 
that first weekend, we played 
down at Purdue and just had 
one of those days where we 
missed really easy goals and 
they scored a couple.”
Crooks believes his team 
had no business losing to Pur­
due and Michigan State, and 
tying the University of Michi­
gan, and knew it would be a 
battle to get to the position 
they’re in now.
“We are in the spot we 
are in because we have good 
players, and we have good 
leadership and for the most 
part we play together well as 
a team,” Crooks said. “You get 
good leadership, 
you have good 
players and you 
play together as 
a team. It makes 
me look like I 
know what I’m 
doing, so I think 
it comes down to 
the guys we have 
on the team play­
ing well.”
A couple of 
Lakers aren’t en­
tirely healthy, but 
are expected to 
play this weekend. 
Crooks said forward Nolan 
Berry has been nursing a thigh 
injury and he should be back. 
Freshmen Austin Lively and 
Noah Reiber, who play key 
minutes off the bench, are both 
expected to play after dealing 
with recent nagging injuries.
Pastor was also taken out of 
last weekend’s game as a pre­
caution due to a reoccurring 
shoulder injury. The sopho­
more goaltender is expected to 
be on the field for the Lakers 
heading into the playoffs.
“Our first game against 
Cincinnati, that’s going to 
be our biggest test,” Pastor 
said. “They’ll be a good test 
right out of the gate, so if we 
can pass that test I think we 
can beat anybody else in the 
tournament.”
The Lakers, who have not 
lost a game since Sept. 13, are 
scheduled to play Oct. 24 at 8 
a.m. against Cincinnati, and 
at noon against University of 
Wisconsin-LaCrosse.
“We are in the 
spot we are in 
because we have 
good players, and 
we have good 
leadership...”
JEFF CROOKS 
CLUB SOCCER COACH
Laker club soccer sneaks 
into postseason, will play 
Cincinnati in first round
FOOTBALLER: Midfielder Corey Arthur-Fox dribbles upfield during a match for the Grand Valley State club soccer team against Central 
Michigan on Sept. 12 at the intramural field in Allendale. The Lakers will travel to Indianapolis for the MASC playoffs. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF
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about the system in their home 
country, Deible was convinced to 
come to the U.S.
Morales, also a junior, is origi­
nally from Madrid, Spain, and trans­
ferred to GVSU last December.
Both Deible and Morales are still 
adjusting to life in the U.S., which 
brings its own set of challenges.
“You have to get used to the lan­
guage because Americans speak 
faster than when Germans talk 
English, and of course you’re some­
times homesick, but not that much 
because you have the team,” Deible 
said. “I talked to a lot of internation­
al students and they were struggling 
finding friends. The team here is like 
a family and they can help you.”
The team uses a number of 
team-building exercises. The Lakers 
host a team-building night at the 
beginning of the year, where they 
state team goals and participate in
activities aimed at building chemis­
try. This is especially important for 
the international students.
“It’s a nice international group of 
students here at Grand Valley that 
right away, they’re friends when 
they get here,” Boyce said. “They do 
things for the international school at 
the beginning of the year so they get 
to know each other, and right away 
they have 50 to 60 new friends on the 
swimming and diving team here too.”
Boyce went on to say that build­
ing that family environment with­
in the team can give the athletes an 
advantage in the pool.
“It’s so important for our team to 
really get to know what makes their 
teammate tick,” he said. “I think that 
helps a lot when you come down the 
stretch and you go into the confer­
ence championship, and you go into 
the national championships.
"It makes you that much stronger.”
Morales started his U.S. career 
at Union College in Kentucky, 
but transferred after not being 
satisfied, and said the environ­
ment at GVSU is unique.
“You feel like you’re in a really 
good environment, like everyone is 
really nice and they treat you like you 
have been here forever since the very 
first day,” he said. “Before coming 
here I was in Kentucky, and I didn’t 
have the same feeling over there.
“Once I walked onto the pool 
deck, everyone was with a smil­
ing face, saying, ‘Hi, how are you 
man, welcome,’ and all that.
“Everything was perfect.”
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Announcements
Book Club is hosting a 
Halloween Themed 5K on 
October 30th at 8 PM at the 
Clocktower. Registration 
cost $5. Costume are 
welcome and prizes will be 
awarded.
Announcements
Come enjoy watching Harry 
Potter and eat free 
pancakes on October 22nd 
at 8PM in Area 51. Potter 
and Pancakes is Hosted by 
the Book Club and the 
Quidditch Club.
Announcements
Guitarist/Bassist looking for 
musicians to start hard 
rock/metal band with. Please 
contact at (231) 690-0285. 
Must be serious.
Stop in to Motman's Farm 
Market on Lake Michigan Dr. 
for fresh produce. GVSU 
students receive 10% off any 
order of $5.00 or more.
Roommates
Looking for a sub-leaser 
beginning in December. 
Apartment is located at Off 
Broadway apartments in 
downtown Grand Rapids. 
There are 3 bedrooms and 2 
bathrooms. I have 2 other 
roommates both of which 
are females, therefore, a 
female is preferred. Water,
Roommates
on-site parking, laundry, 
internet and cable are 
provided. Rent is $585 per 
month and lease goes until 
May 2016. Anyone 
interested in more 
information please contact 
S h a n e I I at
hodgess@mail.gvsu.edu or 
via phone at 586-690-0240
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